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a'league offensive and defensive with Holland, and the- ' 1 rest of the United Provinces, for the safety of these kino-. ,' donis, for the recovery of Flanders, and to abate the < power of the French King.                                                   i
May 28. The said address being presented to the King, he returned this answer to it: that we had exceeded the methods of Parliament in that address, that we had entrenched on his prerogative by not only directing him to make alliances, but by pointing out to him what those alliances should be, and with whom they should be, made; that the power of making peace or war only belonged to him, and if that was taken from him he should only have the name of a King, and then what States or princes would treat with him? For which reasons, as well as want of money, he should not comply with their address. However, he should do that which became him for the good of his kingdom, and order the Parliament to be adjourned till the 16th of July following.
The Speaker (who was Mr. Seymour) returned to the House, and had adjourned the House, but without putting the question, by the King's order or command.    This, as was moved, being without precedent, did so discompose the House that some were offering to hold the Speaker in the chair, but he leaped from it very nimbly; for he was in fear that many being dissatisfied  with his Majesty's speech would have made some mutinous speeches before he       j could adjourn, and with good reason.    I was one of those       | that thought the Commons outwent their due limits in wording their address, in naming the countries with which he was to make his alliances, and the manner of them—       » viz., offensive and defensive; for, besides the indecencies       } of it, the Secretaries of State then in the House told us       f the thing would be granted if we did not lose it in the manner of asking it.     Indeed the nation did much desire a war with France, and the King it is thought might have been gained to it if the Duke had not been so averse to it.